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Eradicating rats from Maninita Island, Vava'u, Kindgom of Tonga

 Tourism Resource Consultants

 Biodiversity


In June/July 2002 an eradication programme to remove Pacific rats from Maninita Island in the Vava'u group of the Kingdom of Tonga was initiated. The techniques used were similar to those

used in successful rat eradications in New Zealand, in that Pestoff 20R pellets and a network of bait stations were used.

Conditions on the island were not what was expected, the forest having been adversely affected by cyclone Waka and subsequent defoliation by caterpillars, resulting in an open forest canopy. Rats were found to be present on the island in high numbers and were breeding.
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