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World Database on Protected Areas

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA) is the most comprehensive global database of marine and terrestrial protected areas, updated on a monthly basis, and is one of the key global biodiversity data sets being widely used by scientists, businesses, governments, International secretariats and others to inform planning, policy decisions and management.
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Bio-ORACLE 2.1 - Marine data layers for ecological modelling

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


Bio-ORACLE is a set of GIS rasters providing geophysical, biotic and environmental data for surface and benthic marine realms.  The data are available for global-scale applications at a spatial resolution of 5 arcmin (approximately 9.2 km at the equator).

Linking biodiversity occurrence data to the physical and biotic environment provides a framework to formulate hypotheses about the ecological processes governing spatial and temporal patterns in biodiversity, which can be useful for marine ecosystem management and conservation.
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Coral Reef Threats - Reefs at Risk 

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Coastal and Marine


Reefs at Risk Revisited is a high-resolution update of the original global analysis, Reefs at Risk: A Map-Based Indicator of Threats to the World’s Coral Reefs. Reefs at Risk Revisited uses a global map of coral reefs at 500-m resolution, which is 64 times more detailed than the 4-km resolution map used in the 1998 analysis, and benefits from improvements in many global data sets used to evaluate threats to reefs (most threat data are at 1 km resolution, which is 16 times more detailed than those used in the 1998 analysis).
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Global Distribution of Hydrothermal Vent Fields (2020) - InterRidge Global Database of Active Submarine Hydrothermal Vent Fields 3.4

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


The InterRidge Vents Database is a global database of submarine hydrothermal vent fields. The InterRidge Vents Database is supported by the InterRidge program for international cooperation in ridge-crest studies (www.interridge.org).
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Global Mangrove Distribution - Global Mangrove Watch

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The Global Mangrove Watch (GMW) is a collaboration between Aberystwyth University (U.K.), solo Earth Observation (soloEO; Japan), Wetlands International the World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA).
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Global Distribution of Seamounts and Knolls

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


This dataset shows the global distribution of seamounts and knolls identified using global bathymetric data at 30 arc-sec resolution. A total of 33,452 seamounts and 138,412 knolls were identified, representing the largest global set of identified seamounts and knolls to date. Seamount habitat was found to constitute approximately 4.7% of the ocean floor, whilst knolls covered 16.3%.

The research leading to these results received funding from the European Community’s Seventh Framework Programme, and from the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
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General Bathymetric Chart of the Oceans

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


GEBCO's aim is to provide the most authoritative publicly-available bathymetry of the world's oceans. It operates under the joint auspices of the International Hydrographic Organization(IHO) and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) (of UNESCO).

GEBCO produces and makes available a range of bathymetric data sets and products. This includes a global bathymetric grid; gazetteer of undersea feature names, a Web Map Service and printable maps of ocean bathymetry.
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World Database on Protected Areas

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA) is the most comprehensive global database of marine and terrestrial protected areas, updated on a monthly basis, and is one of the key global biodiversity data sets being widely used by scientists, businesses, governments, International secretariats and others to inform planning, policy decisions and management. The WDPA is a joint project between UN Environment and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
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State of Environment and Conservation in the Pacific Islands - 2020 Regional Report 

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Atmosphere and Climate  Land  Biodiversity  Built Environment  Coastal and Marine  Culture and Heritage  Inland Waters


This first state of the environment report for the Pacific region uses regional environment indicators to assess the status, trends, and data quality and availability for the endorsed Pacific environmental priorities. This report also includes an update of the State of Conservation in Oceania report produced in 2013, which was endorsed and published in 2017.
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Catchment Management and Coral Reef Conservation

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


A practical guide for coastal resource managers to reduce damage from catchment areas based on best practice case studies.
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Coastal shark fisheries in the Pacific

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


This study first presents the general knowledge on shark exploitation and vulnerability. Then, the status of coastal shark fisheries in the Pacific Islands is addressed from the angle of the data available for this region and on the basis of information collected through a questionnaire that was sent to the fisheries department of the Pacific  countries. In the last part, prospects for management and regulation are discussed.
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Convention on Biological Diversity Cartagena Documents

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Atmosphere and Climate  Land  Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


Guidelines, brochures, Indicators and published work on the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on Biological Diversity which is an international treaty governing the movements of living modified organisms (LMOs) resulting from modern biotechnology from one country to another.
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